
 
Building A Better Silicon Valley Through Leadership and Innovation 
Knowledge Conference & Vendor Showcase – September 29, 2017 

Call for Presentations Reference Guide – Due April 21, 2017 
 

Page 1 of 3 

The Knowledge Conference is a one-day conference that provides an opportunity to showcase cutting-edge ideas, projects, 
strong leadership, and equitable practices that will impact the next generation of the architecture and design profession as 
well as the future of the built environment. 
 
The American Institute of Architects, Santa Clara Valley Chapter (AIASCV) seeks innovative and inspiring thought leaders, 
speakers, and facilitators. Those selected will gain visibility and strengthen their role as industry leaders by invigorating 
attendees with valuable information.  If you’re a subject matter expert with a great concept for an educational session, you’re 
invited to submit your proposal to join us for our Fall Knowledge Conference, tentatively set for September 29, 2017 in Santa 
Clara County. 
 
Proposals should reflect emerging trends, new ideas, and engaging education in support of our theme, Building a Better 
Silicon Valley Through Leadership and Innovation. We’re interested in proposals for sessions that are 60 minutes in length 
and appropriate for intermediate, advanced, and expert knowledge levels.  This document answers most frequently asked 
questions about the Call for Presentations process. Please take a minute to review it before submitting your final proposals.  

 

Overview 
 

Who is the Target Audience? 
This continuing education (CE) activity is sponsored by AIA Santa Clara Valley chapter and is intended for licensed architects, 
associate architects, architecture students, planning professionals and others in the AEC industry. 
 

Who Should Submit a Proposal? 
The primary speaker must submit the proposal, as their expertise will help us evaluate its strength. The primary speaker will 
have the option to designate a session organizer once selected for the Fall Knowledge Conference. The session organizer 
will then serve as the primary contact with AIA.  
 

What is the Conference Education Curriculum? 
AIASCV’s theme this year is Building a Better Silicon Valley Through Leadership and Innovation. Innovation is one of the 
most critical contributors to national and global growth, and strong leaders enable innovation through true collaboration. The 
best Valley companies make that happen by investing in and fostering collaborative, equitable environments.  Proposals 
should utilize a variety of delivery formats and knowledge levels to support, explore, and expand on this theme. 

 
What is the Submission and Review Process? 
Proposals will be peer reviewed by architecture and design industry professionals and evaluated according to the criteria 
below. 
 
q Deliverables: Candidates will submit an abstract, a session description, learner engagement details, and post-

conference outcomes. 
o Description: This is the description of your session to be marketed to attendees. Be sure to highlight what will 

make yours a “must attend” session related to the theme. 
o Abstract: This includes your thesis or main idea for your proposal; you should leverage current and future ideas 

from the AEC industry related to innovation and equitable leadership.  
o Please include primary speaker qualifications, if applicable. 
o Learner Engagement: Provide details for your adult learning principles and techniques to make your session 

engaging for the audience. Include examples of what you plan to do. 

o Post-Conference Outcomes: Describe the impact your session will have on attendees (i.e. What new skills will 
they have? How might they change their business practices upon their return to the office? Etc.) 
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q  Peer Review: Proposals are rated, ranked and selected based on the following criteria: 
o Adherence to the theme 
o Solutions that are innovative and/or an emerging practice trend 
o Relevance of content to AIASCV members 
o Adult Learning Techniques focused on audience engagement and participation 
o Speaker qualifications and expertise 
o Post-conference value to attendees 

 

What Should I Title the Proposal?  
The title of your proposed presentation. The AIASCV reserves the right to edit and adjust the title to meet AIA/CES 
requirements. Once a proposal is accepted, session titles may not be changed except by the AIASCV. 

 
What Session Types Are There?  

There are three session types. Please select one, considering time needed for audience engagement and Q&A. 

q 60 minute seminar 
q 60 minute moderated panel 
q 60 minute interactive workshop 

 
What are the Core Competencies?  

Your proposal should fit within one of the 3 core competencies listed below. Please select the competency that best fits 
your proposal. 

o Design: Includes establishing a concept and evolving a project from schematic design through design development, 
providing accompanying documentation highlighting the aesthetics, functionality, purpose or workings of a building. 

o Practice: Includes the processes, procedures, and policies involved in leading an innovative and equitable 
firm/project which creates a safe and sustainable built environment, protecting the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. This might include: project delivery systems, contracts and agreements and intellectual property, ethics and 
risk management as they are practiced within firms, corporations, government agencies and other organizations. 

o Building Science: Focuses on advancing technology in building design and construction that includes efficient 
operations, sustainability, systems integration, materials and methods that contributes to healthy work and living 
spaces. 

 
What are the Topics?    

Your proposal should relate to at least one of the following topics. Please select one (and remember, each topic must tie 
back to the conference theme, “Building a Better Silicon Valley Through Leadership and Innovation): 

o Business of Architecture 

o Education 

o Energy 

o Equity, Diversity, 
Inclusion 

o Global 

o Health 

o Healthcare 

o Leadership 

o Materials 

o Preservation 

o Residential 

o Resilience 

o Sustainability 

o Technology 

o Urban Planning and Design 

o Universal Design 
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To deliver engaging and interactive learning, AIA will give preference to proposals that promote audience participation and 
engagement over lecture‐style and/or one‐way panel presentations. Your delivery style should fit within one of the following 
options: 

o Lecture with Q&A 

o Peer to peer discussions 

o Panel discussion with audience participation 

o Small group breakouts 

o Hands-on participation or demonstration 

o TED-style talks – short blast presentations 
 
Thank you for your interest in submitting a proposal for the AIASCV Fall 2017 Knowledge Conference.  If you still have 
questions not addressed in this Reference Guide, please feel free to contact us at abecerra@aiascv.org. Best of luck! 

 
Download the Speaker Presentation Submission Form, complete it, attach any required documents  

and forward to 
 

Questions may be directed to April Becerra, CAE 
Executive Director, AIA Santa Clara Valley 

408-298-0611 ext 101 or abecerra@aiascv.org 
Visit us online at www.aiascv.org  

325 S. First St., Suite 100 
San Jose, CA 95113 

 
You can also visit us online at www.aiascv.org/conference 


